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To the Right Sal 2 
NN F, and ELIZABETH. 
| Dowager-Counteſſes of 
ROCHESTER. 


Right Honourable, 
. JOUR Ladiſhips, or any elſe, can- 


not think meaner of this Perfor- 
mance than I my ſelf do; for 
beſides the great hurry and diſ- 
der that I was in upon the loſs of ſuch a 
Patron as my Lord, I am ſufficiently con- 
cious how unfit I am to appear in public, 
{pecially upon ſuch a nice and great Sub- 
et. As His Lordſhip's particular Com- 
ands brought me to the Pulpit, ſo Yours 
A 2 We only 
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only have brought me to the Preſs. Ad 
therefore I hope, whatever Uſage the fo 
lowing Diſcoprſe may meet with abroad; 
ſhall always find a ſhelter in Your Ladiſhiy F 
Favours: and the rather, becauſe you cal 
both of you, largely atteſt the Truth cf 
moſt of the remarkable Occurrences that 
Have taken notice of during his Lordſhip'# 
Penitential Sickneſs. I ſhall add nothing 
more, but wiſh You may never forget th 
Goodneſs of Almighty God, who (through! 
this whole melancholy Scene) has ſignalized 
his good Providence to You both : and that? 
You may ever live under the ſpecial Pro- 
tection thereof, is the conſtant Prayer of | 


TILL os 
pon © Gan: BN! 


%. WP 


a 

| re 

Nour HoxouRs miſt Faithful, and : 
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Meſt Obedient Humble Servant, | © 
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I ſay unto you, that likewiſe joy ſhall be in 
heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine juſt 
perſons that need no repentance. 


F ever there were a Subject that might 
| deſerve and exhauſt all the Treaſures 
| of Religious Eloquence in the De- 
ſcription of fo great a Man, and fo 
oreat a Sinner as now lies before us ; - 
together with the Wonders of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs, in making him as great 
a Penitent ; I think the preſent Occaſion affords one as 
remarkable as any Place or Age can produce. 

IxDEED fo great and full a Matter it is, that 'tis too 
big to come out of my Mouth, and perhaps not all of 
it fit or needful fo to do. The greatneſs of his Parts 
are well enough known, and of his Sins too well in the 
World ; and neither my Capacity, nor Experience, nor 
my profeſſion will allow me to be ſo proper a judge, 
either of the one or the other. Only as God has been 
pleaſed to make me a long while a ſad Spectator, and 
4 ſecret Mourner for his Sins ; ſo has he at laſt graci- 
ouſly heard the Prayers of his neareſt Relations, and 
true Friends, for his Converſion and Repentance : and 


"tis the good. Tidings of * eſpecially, what God has 


done 
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5 A Sermon preached at the 


done for his Soul, that I am now to publiſh and tell 
abroad to the World, not only by the Obligations of 


mine Office, in waich I had the honour to be a weak 


Miniſter to it, but by his own expreſs and dying Com- 
mands. 

Now altho', to deſcribe this worthily, would re- 
quire a Wit equal to that with which he lived, and a 
Devotion too, equal to that with which he died, and 
to match either will be a very hard Taſk; yet beſides 
that I am not ſufficient for theſe Things, (for who is?) 
and that my Thoughts have been rather privately bu- 
Hed to ſecure a real Repentance to himſelf, whilſt liv- 
Ing, then to publiſh it abroad to others in artificial 
Dreſs after he is dead; I ſay, befides all this, I think 
I ſhall have leſs need to call in the Aids of ſecular Elo- 
quence. The proper Habit of Repentance is not fine 
Linnen, or any delicate Array, ſuch as are uſed in the 
Court or Kings Houſes, but Sackcloth and Aſhes : 
And the Way which God Almighty takes to convey 
it, is not by the Words of Man's Wiſdom, but by the 

lainneſs of his written Word, aſſiſted by the inward 
—— and Demonſtration of the Spirit : and the Et- 
fects it works, and by which it diſcovers it ſelf, are 
not any raptures of Wit and Fancy, but the moſt hum- 
ble Proſtrations both of Soul and Spirit, and the cap- 
tivating all humane Imaginations to the Obedience of 
a deſpiſed Religion, and a crucified Saviour,' © 

AnD 'tis in this Array, I intend to bring out this 
Penitent to you; an Array which I am ſure he more 
valued, and deſired to appear in, both to God and the 
World, than in all the Triumphs of Wit and Gallan- 
try: And therefore (waving all theſe Rhetorical Flou- 
riſhes, as beneath the Solemnity of the Occaſion, and 
the Majeſty of that great and weighty Truth I am 
now to deliver) I ſhall content my ſelf with the Office 
of a plain Hiſtorian, to relate faithfully and impar- 
Lally what I ſaw and heard; eſpecially during his Pe- 

| nitential 


nitential Sorrows ; which if all that hear me this Day 
had been Spectators of, there would then have been no 
need of a Sermon to convince Men, but ever 


Earl of Rochtsrxx's Funeral. 3 


Man 
would have been as much a Preacher to himſelf of this 
Truth, as I am, except theſe Sorrows: And yet even 
theſe Sorrows ſhould be turn'd into Joys too, if we 
would only do what we pray for, that the Vill of 
God may be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven: for 
ſo our bleſſed Lord aſſures us; I ſay unto you, thas 
likewiſe joy ſpall be in heaven over one Sinner that 
repenteth, Xc. From which I fhall conſider, 


oat es Et 


n 


Firſt, Tux Sinner particularly that is before us. 
Seconaly, Tux Repentance of this Sinner, together 
with the Means, the Time, and all probable Sin- 
cerity of it, . . 
Thirdly, Tux Joy that is in Heaven, and ſhould 
be on Earth, for the Repentance of this Sinner: 
Fourthly, Tux comparative greatneſs and pre- emi- 
nence of this Joy, on the Account of his Example, 
that is, and ſhould be for the Repentance of this 
Sinner, more than for the conſtant and uniform 
virtuouſneſs of any good Liver; which will na- 
turally lead me to my 
Fiſth and laſt Particular, to a ſpecial Addreſs or 
Application to all that hear me; that they would 
all join in this Joy, in Praiſe and Thankſgivings 
to God for the Converſion of this Sinner; and if 
there be any that have been like him in their 
Sins, that they would alſo ſpeedily imitate him J 
in their Repentance. | | Z 


| 2 
Anp Firſt, Let us confider the Perſon before us, as 
he certainly was a great Sinner. But becauſe Man 
'was upright before he was a Sinner, and to meaſure 
the Greatneſs of his Fall, it will be neceſſary to take 
a view of that Height from which he fell; give me 
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4 Sermon preached at the 

leave to go back a little to look into the Rock from 
which he was hewn, the Quality, Family, Education, 
and Perſonal Accompliſhments of this great Man. In 
doing of which, I think no Man will charge me with 
any Deſign of cuftomary Flattery or Formality ; fince 
I intend only thereby to ſhew the greatneſs and un- 
happineſs of his Folly, in the perverting ſo many ex- 
cellent Abilities and Advantages for Virtue and Piety 
in the Service of Sin, and ſo becoming a more uni- 
verſa], inſinuating, and prevailing Example of it. 

As for his Family, on both fides, from which he 
was deſcended, they were ſome of the moſt famous 
in their Generations. His Grandfather was that ex- 
cellent and truly great Man, CHARTES Lord Wir- 
Mor, Viſcount Arhlone in Ireland. HENRV his Fa- 
ther, who inherited the ſame Title and Greatneſs, was 
by his late Majelty King CHARLES I. created 
Baron of AZ4erbury in Oxfordſhire, and by his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, Earl of Rocheſter, He was a Man of 
fignal Lovalty and Integrity indeed ; and of ſuch Cou- 
rage and Conduct in Military Affairs as became a 
great General, But my Endeavours of this Kind are 
ſuperſeded, tho' I had time, by my want of Abilities 


to declare it worthily, as well as by the notoriety of 


theſe ſeverals; and that Perſon muſt be very ignorant 


of the late Tranſactions in the three Kingdoms, and 
the Misfortunes of our preſent King, who underſtands 
not the Service and Value of that eminent Subject. 


His Mother (of whom J might ſpeak great and wor- 
thy Things, were it not that I avoid the Imputation 


of Flattery) was the Relit of Sir FRAncis-HEtnay 


LEE, of Ditchiy, in the County of Oxford Baronet, 
Grandmother to the preſent Right Honourable Earl 
of Zitchfeld, and the Daughter of that Generous and 
and Honourable Gentleman Sir Jonn Sr. Jonns of 
£y44:arg, in the County of Vilts, Baronet, whoſe 
Family was ſo remarkable for Loyalty, that ſeveral 15 
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. Sons wy offered themſelves in the Day of | | 
om Battle, and died for it; and whilſt the Memory of the 
Enugliſb or Triſh Rebellion laſts, that Family cannot 
on, © AN | 1 
In want a due Veneration in the Minds of any Per ſon, 
ith that loves either God or the King. » | 


As for his Education, it was in WaZham College || 


* in Oxford, under the Care of that wiſe and excellent 4 
„„ Go vernour Dr. BAN DFORPD, the late Right Reve- i 
ty rend Biſhop of Worceſter ; there it was that he laid a 
ni good Foundation of Learning and Study, though he 55 


* afterwards built upon that Foundation Hay and Stub- 
he ble. There he firſt ſuck'd from the Breaſts of his 
Mother the Univerſity, thoſe Perfections of Wit, and 


i Eloquence, and Poetry, which afterwards by his own! = 
. corrupt Stomach, or ſome ill Juices, were turn'd into 
. Poiſon to himſelf and others; which certainly can 
18 be no more a blemiſh to thoſe illuſtrious Seminaries : 
d of Piety and good Learning, than a diſobedient Child 9 


is to a wiſe and virtuous Father, or the Fall of Man 
f to the Excellency of Paradice. 3 

H 1s Quality I ſhall take no Notice of; there being 
. ſo much of what was excellent and extraordinary in| 
: this great Perſon, that I have no room for any Thing 
„ that is common to him with others. 1 
ce 8 Hz had a Wit ſo rate and fruitful in its Invention, 
and withal ſo choice and delicate in its Judgment, that 
| there is nothing wanting in his Compoſures to give a 
full Anſwer to that Queſtion, What and where Mit 15? 
except the Purity and Choice of Subject. For had 
ſuch excellent Seeds but fallen upon good Ground, and 
inſtead of pitching upon a Beaſt or a Luſt, been raiſed 
up on high, to celebrate the Myſteries of the Divine 
Tove, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs; 1 
en my ſelf, we might by this time have receiv'd 
rom his Pen as excellent an Idea of Divine Poetry; 
under the Goſpel, uſeful to the teaching of Virtue, e- 
> fpecially in this Generation, as his — * Verſes have 
| 
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15 | & 4 Sermon preached at ib FF 
been to deſtroy it. And I am confident, had God 7 
ſpared him a longer Life, this would have been the 5 | 
os whole Buſineſs of it, as I know it was the Vow and Pie“ 
i £4 Purpoſe of his Sickneſs. _ | | P64 
His other perſonal Accompliſhments in all the Per- 
fections of a Gentleman for the Court or the Country, 1 
Wk. whereof he was known by all Men to be a very great bry 
Wt. Maſter, is no part of my Buſineſs to deſcribe or under- 1775 


ſtand: and whatever they were in themſelves, I am 
ſure they were but miſerable Comforters' to him, ſince 
they only miniſter'd to his Sins, and made his Exam- faſt 
| 
| 


ple the more fatal and 2h egg for ſo we may 
| own, (nay I am obliged. by him not to hide, but to * 
W . thew the Rocks, ix. oY others may avoid) that he 
Was once one of the greateſt of Sinners. _. 
Ap truly none but one ſo great in Parts could be 
o; as the chiefeſt of the Angels for Knowledge and 
| Power became moſt dangerous. His Sins were like 
1 this Parts, (for from them corrupted they ſprang) all 
of them high and extraordinary. He ſeem'd to affect 
8 fomething fingular and paradoxical in his Impieties, 
2s well as in his Writings, above the Reach and 
i Thought of other Men; taking as much Pains to 
draw others in, and to pervert the right Ways of Vir- 
ue, as the Apoſtles and Primitive Saints, to ſave 
&heir own Souls, and them that heard them. For 
| this was the heightning and _— Circumſtance of th 
nhis Sins, that he was ſo diligent and induſtrious to re- 
ommend and propagate them ; not like thoſe of old 
hat hated the Light, but thoſe the Prophet men- 
tions, Jai. iii. 9. Who declare their Sin as Sodom, 


1124 hide it not, that take it upon their Shoulaers, 1 f 
wm 
L 


© #74 bind it to them as à Crown, framing * 
gor Sin, making Proſelytes to it, and writing Panegy- 
cks upon Vice; finging Praiſes ta the great Enemy 

pt God, and caſting down Coronets and Gomes before 
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pe and oftentimes almoſt died, a Martyr for it, God was | 
and pleaſed ſometimes to puniſh him with the Effects of | 


per-. Power t0 melt him into true Repentance ; or if at 


ntr 

wt and Madneſs, yet (alas) how ſhort and tranſitory were 

5 | | 

dex. they? All that Gooaneſs was but as a Morning 
am Cloud, and as the early Dew which vaniſhes away; 
Ence be {till return'd to the ſame exceſs of Riot, and that 
am. with ſo much the more greedineſs, the longer he had 
nay faſted from it. 

\ to AN p yet even this deſperate Sinner, that one would 


he © think had made à covenant with Death, and was 

at an agreement with Hell, and juſt upon the Brink 
be of both; God, to magnify the Riches of his Grace 
ind and Mercy, was pleaſed to ſnatch as a Brand out of 
the Fire. As St. Pavr, tho' before a blaſphemer, 


x - à perſecutor, and injurious, yet obtain'd mercy, 
4 | that in him Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew forth all long- 
os © ſuffering, for a pattern to them that ſhould hereaf- 
nd ter believe on him to everlaſting life, 1 Tim. i. 13, 
1 16. ſo God ſtruck him to the Ground as it were by 
ir- a Light from Heaven, and a Voice of Thunder round 
ve about him. Inſomuch that now the Scales fall from 
or his Eyes, as they did from St. Pavr's; his ſtony 


of Heart was open'd, and Streams of Tears guſht out, 
the bitter but wholſome Tears of true Repentance. 


4 Ab that this may appear to be ſo, I think it ne- 
* ceſſary to account for theſe three Things; 


I. For the Means of it: that it was not barely the 
Effect of Sickneſs, or the Fear of Death; but the 
> 3} Hand of God alſo working in them, and by them 

} manifeſtly, 
II. Fox the Time of it: that though it was q 
Death-bed Repentance, and therefore full of Danger 
B 4 anc 


Fart of Rocntsrrr's Funeral, 


Nay ſo confirmed was he in Sin, that he li ved, 


his Folly, yet till now (he confefled) zhey bad no 


any time he had ſome lucid Intervals from his Folly | 
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and the utmoſt Hazard; yet was it not impoſſible ti 
be true, nor abſolutely deſperate. 
III. Fox the Sincerity of it: that what was thu 
poſſible to be good and true, probably was ſo; which} 
though none but God that ſees the Heart, can tell cer 
tainly, yet Man even alſo may and ought to believe 
it; not only in the Judgment of Charity, but of mo- 
ral Juſtice, from all evident Signs of it, which were! 
offible to be given by one in his Condition, | 


A N p firſt for the Means or Method of it. 


ful Sickneſs, with which God was pleaſed to viſit 
him ; the Way which the Almighty often takes to re- 
duce the wandring Sinner to the Knowledge of God, 


even I will tear and go away, and none ſhall re- 
lieve bim; I will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence, ana ſeek my face; 


Hand in their affiiftion they will ſeek me early, Hol. 


. 14, 15. 
1 AN p tho' to forſake our Sins then, when we can 


gs longer enjoy them, ſeems to be rather the Effect 


Hof Impotency and Neceſſity, than of Choice, and ſo 
Mot ſo acceptable or praiſe-worthy ; yet we find God 


| Almighty vſes the one to bring about the other; and 


improves a forced Abſtinence from Sin, into a ſettled, 
#loathing, and a true deteſtation of it ; of which I ſhall 
vive two noted Inſtances, The firſt out of the Old 
Teſtament, in the famous Caſe of Aſauaſſeh, 2 Chron. 
kxxili. (the neareſt Parallel that I can find, both to 
the Sin, and Repentance of the Perſon before us) when 


Ie aid that wwich was evil in the fight of the Lora, 
ore than all the kings of 


Judah before him, 
d had made Fuadah, and all the inhabitants of 
Ceruſalem to err, and ao; worſe than the Heathen 


bon rhe Lord had deſtroyed before them; yet we ſte 
. 
11 


God 


That 
which prepared the Way for it, was a ſharp and pain- 


and of himſelf: IT be unto Ephraim as a lion, 
aud as a young tion unto the houſe of udahb; J, 


„ * NY 
(7, 222 OE. 


.Y 
od made uſe even of this Way to reduce him to true 

M cpentance, for we read at the 11*h ver. of this Chap- 
thuer, J/herefore the Lord brought upon them the 
which! rains of the hoſt of the king of Afſyria, which 
11 cer ot Manafeh among the thorns, and bound him 
elieve fetters, and carried him to Babylon; and it 
mo- llows in the next verſe, Nen he was in affliftion 
Were e beſorght the Lord his God, and humbled himſel / 

Featly before the God of his fathers, aud prayed 
That to Bim; and he was entreated of him, and heard 
pain- is ſupplication, and brought him again to Feruſa- 
viſit ene, and unto his kingdom: then Manaſſeh knew 
o re- at the Lord was God, ver. 13. and the Truth of 


ble tl 


God, is Repentance, tho? occaſioned firſt by his Affliction, 
lion, ppeared afterwards by the following Reformation 
3 £ Which he wrought; for he 700k away the ſtrange Gods, 
| Fe 


. 


211] Tux ſecond Inſtance I ſhall give of a true, tho? for- 
'ce ; fed Repentance, is in that well known Caſe of the 
Hol. f rodigal Son, which follows my Text in this Chapter: 


Mo' He had waſted all his ſubſtance with riotous 
can Ving, and was forced back to his Father's Houſe on- 
tet Þ by extreme Hunger and Neceſſity, yet he was joy- 
. 10 lly received by him, for His father ran aud fell on 
350d Fj; neck, and kiſſed him, ver. 20. and the fatted calf 
and as killed for him ; and when his elder Brother was 
ed, | ngry at it, the good Father juſtifies his Procedure, 
all Fer. 32. Ir was meet that we ſhould make merry and 
Nd ge glad, for this thy brother was dead ana is alive 
. gain, was loſt and is found. 
to , Anp truly 'tis one good Sign, that God is now 
en Making Men into the Number of his Children, when 


4, e is fixing upon them one of the greateſt Badges and 


My haracters of them; for therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, we 
of re chaſtned of the Lord, that wwe ſhould not be con- 
ew Wemned with the world; whilit thoſe who are re- 
- erv'd for Deſtruction hereafter, do uſually in = 
} 2 
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life come into no misfortune, nor are plagued lil 
other men. For God does not afflict any willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men: but as he is grievedfi 
himſelf for the ſuffering of his Children, (for % 4 fr 
their afliftion, ſaith the Prophet, he was affiifted! e C 
ſo he doth not uſually puniſh wicked Men both here 
and hereafter: and therefore they who are to be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, God ſuffers to en. 
joy their portion in this life without diſturbance. 
And becauſe the Days of Darkneſs muſt be man), 
therefore does he ſuffer the $1777e7 many times to 41? 
an hundred years old, that he may take his full 
ſwing of what he hath ſet his Affection upon; and 
after a long and proſperous Life here, without any 
check in his career of Wickedneſs, he lets him drop 
down into Hell, without the leaſt apprehenſion of 
Danger. So that in that Senſe it is true which the 
Poets ſay, when they tell us, that the Deſcent into 
Hell is eaſy and pleaſant. 
AN therefore on the contrary, we may reaſonably 
roma; that Tribulation and Anguiſh, when it is 
orne with Patience and Reſignation to God, and when 
it works a ſerious Reformation, will certainly miniſter 
to us an entrance into everlaſting Reſt z and that the hot 
greater our Sufferings have been, the more abundant cron 
and much more grateful ſhall our Reſt be. Fon 
MMidtion, as it riſes not out of the Duſt, but de- he / 
ſcends from that God, at whoſe Hands we receive evil 0 
as well as good; ſo neither is it defign'd to deject us Goa 
thither, but to raiſe us up to God froni whence it ſelf nou 
comes, The Pains of the Croſs, as well that Croſs Sers 
which we muſt bear our ſelves, as that which our Sa- 3 ſog 
viour bore, do in ſome Senſe open the Kingdom of IX the, 
Heaven to all Believers; and to ſome, as the Penitent beg 
Thief, the hope of Paradice is not given till their laſt but 
Hour; and thoſe who come in then, God is often pe; 
pleaſed to make equal to them who Have borne the hin 
burden 
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1waen and heat of the day; nay oftentimes to give 
em more, for he 20 love much, to whom much is 
nien. 

Ir is true, there are ſuch ſtubborn Natures, that 
Ted) Bite Clay, are rather hardned by the Fire of Afflictions: 
her ngracious Children, that fly in the Face of their hea- 
Pu genly Father in the very Inſtant when he is correcting 
hem; or, it may be, like thoſe Children under the 


ance Rod, who promiſe Wonders then, and preſently after 
any, rget all. Such as theſe we have deſcribed, Pſal. 


) Aie xvili. 34, — 37- When he flew them, then they 
1 wht him, and they return d and enquired early 


ter God; then they remember d that God was their 
Fock, and that the high God was their reacemer : 
wevertheleſs they did but flatter him with their 
1 of wouth, and lied unto him with their tongues; for 
#heir heart was not right with him, neither contt- 
into Sued they ſtedfaſt in his covenant. And *tis probable 
tis has been the Caſe formerly of this Perſon. But 
bly there was an evident difference betwixt the Effects of 
this Sickneſs upon him, and many others before : He 
hen Had other Sentiments of Things now, (he told me) 

and acted upon quite different Principles; he was 
not vext with it as it was painful, or hinder'd him 
ant from his Sins, which he would have roi under his 

Tongue all the while, ard long'd again to be at; but 
2 the ſubmitted patiently to it, accepted it as the hand 
ef Goa, and was thankful, bleſſing and praiſing 
God not only in, but for his extremities, There was 
„ now no Curſings, no Railings or Reproaches to his 
s Servants, or thoſe about him, which in other Sickneſ- 
"_ Wc: were their uſual Entertainment, but he treated 
0* them with all the Meckneſs and Patience in the World, 
1 begging Pardon frequently of the meaneſt of them 
t but for a haſty Word which the extremity of his Sick- 
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92 g neſs, and ſharpneſs of his Pain might eaſily force from ; 
— him,. His Prayers were not ſo much for eaſe or 


health 
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health, or a continuance in life; as for Grace, and 
Faith, and perfect Reſignation to the Will of God. Sl 
that I think, we may not only charitably but juſtly 
conclude, that his Sickneſs was not the chief Ingredi 
ent, but through the Grace of God, an effectual Meam 
of a true, tho' late Repentance. | 
Secondly, ANp for that I am to account in the next 
place, I mean the time of it; and to make it out to 
ou, that tho' it was a Death-bed Repentance, and 
therefore full of Danger and the utmoſt Hazard, yet it 
was not wholly impoſſible to be true, nor abſolutely 
deſperate, | 
TrAr it was hugely dangerous, and of the utmoſt 1 y 
hazard to defer it ſo long, muſt needs be granted by àblec 
all wiſe and confidering Men : I wiſh all Men were 10 
wiſe as ſeriouſly to conſider it, and provide for it. B 
Fo R ſhould God have ſnatch'd him away in the in ot 
very Act of his Sin, and that, like Zimar and Cozsi, Tons 
Darß AN and ApiRAM, ANANIAS or SAPPHIRA, Heve 
he had gone down quick into Hell; yet we muſt have Jhal 
acknowledged, that righteous art thou, O Lord, and went 
clear when thou art judged, If God had taken him 5 
from the Land of the Living, either by ſome ſudden Frrex 
Accident, by a raging Fever, or by ſome ſtupid Le- pai 
thargy or Apoplexy, when he had had no time for- 
Reflection or Repentance ; in what a dreadful Condi- 
tion had his Soul been for ever? Or if God had vouch- 34 
ſafed him (as he did) ſome ſharp lingring Sickneſs, def 
when he might have had leiſure to repent; yet What 
Aſſurance was there that ſuch a Repentance would the. 
have followed ? Or if it had, that it would have been din. 
accepted? Was it not more likely that he would ſtill 
have cried with the Wiſe Man's Sluggard, yer a little G0 
Heep, a little ſlumber, till poverty, a diſmal Po- he 
verty, came upon him. 1 
Bur if he had reſolved at that time to break off 
his Sins by Repentance, yet alas, how improper a time 


was 
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as that for it? *Tis not eaſy to be preſent and con- 


tent to our ſelves, when we are ſurrounded with dif- 
uieting if not Rupitying Pains, when there is a neceſ- 


Fary decay and dulneſs of Spirits, a ſhort Memory, 

at and low Affections; and at the ſame time, a more 
Then ordinary hurry and ſurcharge of worldly Buſi- 
eſs ; a Houſe to be ſet in Order; Children to be pro- 
ided for in their Fortunes and Education; Creditors 
o be ſatisfied ; and all this amidſt the Cries and 
ournings of our neareſt Relations and Friends about 
$, Ang certainly we muſt think Repentance a very 
105 Taſk, if we reckon ordinarily, that he that is diſ- 


Fbled from all other Things elſe, ſhall yet be fit to 


wa and complete it. 
Bor allowing our Thoughts to be as clear or clearer 
In our Sickneſs, than in our calmeſt and ſtrongeſt Sea- 
Tons, (which yet I think no Man in his Wits will be- 
Heve) yet after all, what Security have we that we 
Jhall be able to improve or employ it to a true Re- 
e wi It may be, before we come to that, the 
eaſure of our Iniquities is fill'd up already, and the 
Irreverfible Sentence is gone out, tho* not executed 
#gainſt us: My Patience ſhall not always ſtrive (d ui 


nam peiry, as the LXX) with men. Cut it 4own, 


roy cumabreth it the ground. It may be curs'd and 
devoted, tho' we do not ſee it actually wither'd and 
deſtroy'd. | 

Bor ſuppoſing this alſo, that we are allow'd a far- 
ther time and means for Repentance ; yet alas, no or- 
dinary Means will ſerve us, when we have been thus 
harden'd by cuſtomary Sinning : and I am ſure, ſhould 
God proceed with us by the meaſure of ſtrict Juſtice, 


he might rather take from us even that which we have, 


than give us any extraordinary Aſſiſtances which we 
have ſo abuſed, 
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has very rarely, if at all, the preſent comfortable Ex. 
perience and Aſſurance of i 
tance, which indeed is reſerv'd as the Reward of a 


for, 
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An after all this, if God ſhall give us ſuch extr;l 
ordinary Aſſiſtances, whatever Allowances God maj 
make, yet there is {till no certain Security or Comfary 
to any dying Death-bed Penitent; Charity hopeth al 
things, and believeth all things, and the Relaxa 
tions of the Cenſures of the Church in Abſolution o 
probable Signs of Repentance, muſt follow the Judg? 
ment of Charity; yet the certainty of the Sinner's Ab 
ſolution with God in Hea yen, depends only upon the 
inward real ſincerity of his Repentance, * conle- s bc 
quently upon the approving of it by his future Con and 
verſation; and therefore God Almighty, * who only the 
nd what the othat*Hhis 
of it. And certain- mea 
Mor 
His 
cam 
$7700 
der 
Go⸗ 
one 


will be, can be a competent jud 
laſt of entring into the Kingdom of Heaven, tho? he 
on/ a Death-bed Repen- 


conſtant, virtuous, and holy Life. 


Death-bed Repentance infinitely hazardous, and there 


mu 


an 
poſſible. No ſober Man certainly would hazard his bis 


will allow a poſſibility of being ſav'd both for the one bra 
and the other: and it is only the bare poſſibility De 
of a Death-bed Repentance, that I am now pleading abi 


Anp that this Poſſibility was produced into act, 4% 
and ſo render'd very probable alſo in the Caſe of this MY th: 
Perſon here before us, will beſt be judged by the wi 
Marks I am now to give you of the Sincerity of his MW Þl 
Repen- 
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epentance; for which I am in the next place to ac- 
nt. 

Thirdly, Anp *twas the Power of the Divine Grace, 
Ind of that only, that brake through all theſe Obſta- 
ies that I have now mention'd ; that God (who is a 
God of infinite Compaſſion and Forbearance) allow'd 
im leiſure and opportunity for Repentance; that he 
Ewaken'd him from bis ſpiritual Slumber by a pungent 
Sickneſs; that he gave him ſuch a Preſence of Mind, 
onſe- as both to provide prudently for his worldly Affairs, 
Con. and yet not to be diſtracted or diverted by them from 
only the Thoughts of a better World; that lengthned out 
others his Day of Grace, and accompanied the ordinary 
tain- means of Salvation, and the weak Miniſtry of his 
2d at Word, with the convincing and over-ruling Power of 
* he his Spirit to his Conſcience ; which Word of God be- 
Ex- came to him quick and powerful, ſharper than any 
pen revo en i ſword, piercing even to the dividiug aſun- 
of 2 der of his ſoul and ſpirit ; and at laſt the Spirir of 

God <wirneſſed to his ſpirit, that now he was becom 

de a one of the children of God. 
1ere- Now if the Thief upon the Croſs (an Inſtance too 
don; much abuſed) was therefore accepted, becauſe accom- 
im- panied with all the Effects of a fincere Convert, which 
his bis Condition was capable of; as Confeſſion of Chriſt 
and in the midſt of the Blaſphemies of Phariſees, and his 
ock- own lewd Companion, and de ſemion even of Chriſt's 
offi- 3 Diſciples; if his Repentance be therefore judged real, 
but becauſe he ſeems to be more concern'd in the Remem- 
one brance of Chriſt's future Kingdom than his own 
lity Death; if St. Paul was approved by the ſame more 
ling Z abundant Labours which he commended in the Coriu- 
= 7hians, yea what zeal? what fear? what vehement 
act, ¶ deſire? 2 Cor, vii. 11. I think I ſhall make it appear, 
this that the Repentance of this Perſon was accompanied 
the with the like hopeful Symptoms: and I am ſo ſenfi- 
his ble of that — Preſence, both of God and Man, be- 
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fore whom I ſpeak, who are eaſily able to-diſcover mi 
failings, that I ſhall not deliver any thing, but what ? * 
know to be a ſtrict and religious Truth. 1 1 
ron my firſt Viſit to him, (May 26.) juſt at hi = 
return from his Journey out of the Weſt, he moſt glad- Te 
ly received me, ſhew'd me extraordinary reſpects up- Con. 
on the ſcore of mine Office, han God, who had in aud 
Mercy aud good Providence ſent me to him, who ſo G 
much needed my Prayers and Counſels; acknoguledg- 
ing how unworthily heretofore he had treated that ve 
Order of Men, reproaching them that they were < : 
Proud, and propheſied only for Rewaras ; but now ©* 
he had learnt how to value them; that he eſteem ag for 
them the Servants of the moſt High God, who were 1, 
to ſnew to him the Way to everlaſting Life. 26 

Ar the fame time I found him labouring under 5. 


ſtrange Trouble and Conflicts of Mind, his Spirit 155 
wounded, and his Conſcience full of Terrors. Upon rs 
his Journey he told me, he had been arguing with © * p 
greater vigour againſt God and Religion, thau ever a. 
te had 4one in his life-time before, and that he was - 
reſolves to rum them down with all the Argument * .. 
ans Spite in the World, but, like the great Convert : 


St. Pavr, he found it hard to kick againſt the pricks. ® | 
For God at that time had ſo ſtruck his Heart by his J 
immediate Hand, that preſently he argued as ſtrong- 4 i 
ly for God and Virtue, as before he had done againſt fe 
it. That God ſtrangely opened his Heart, n 5 
in his Mind moſt awful and tremendous Thoughts and - 
Ideas of the Divine Majeſty, with a delightful Con- y 
templation of the Divine Nature and Attributes, and h 
of the Lovelineſs of Religion and Virtue. I never | 
(ſaid he) was advanced thus far towards Happineſs f 
n my Life before, tho' upon the Commiſſions of ſome 1 
Sins extraorainary, I have had ſome checks and } 
warnings conſiderable from within, but ſtill ſtrug- 

gled with them, and ſo ware them off again. T] 


moſt 
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er my ꝛnoſt ohſervable that I remember was this: One day 
vhat War an Atheiſtical Meeting, at 4 Perſon of Quality's, 

un lertook to manage the Canſe, and was the prin- 
at hu cia! Diſputant againſt God and Piety, and for my 


glad- Performances, received the Applauſe of the whole 


ts up Company ; upon which my Mind was terribly ſtruck, 
ad % aud I immediately afpply'd thus to my ſelf. Good 
ho ſo G04 ! that a Man that walks upright, that ſees the 
leap. wonderful Works of Gor, and has the wſe of Bis 
that © Senſes and Reaſon, ſhould uſe them to the defying of 
were his Creator! But tho' this was a good Beginning to- 
now 8 wards my Converſion, to ud my Conſcience tonch'4 
n for my Sins, yet it wept off again; nay, all my Life 
were long, I had a ſecret value and reverence for an ho- 

| eſt Man, and lov'd Morality in others. But I has 
nder Ae an odd Scheme of Religion to my ſelf, wich 

P2would ſolve all that Gol and Conſcience might force 


pirit 
pon 2½% me; yet I wwas not ever well reconciled to the 
ith & Buſineſs of Chriſtianity, nor had that Reverence for 


T the Goſpel of Chriſt as I ought to have. Which e- 
# ſtate of Mind continued, till the 111%, Chapter of [ſaiah 
e, was read to him, (wherein there is a lively Deſcrip- 
vert tion of the Sufferings of our Saviour, and the Benefits 
ke 8 thereof) and ſome ogker Portions of Scripture ; by the 
his # power and efficacy of which Word, aſſiſted by his Ho- 
ng- - ly Spirit, God ſo wrought upon his Heart, that he 
int declar'd, that rhe Myſteries of the Paſſion appeared 
ine JO clear and plain to him, as ever any thing did that 
ry Das repreſented im a Glaſs : So that the Joy and Ad- 
miration, which poſfeſs'd his Soul apon reading God's 
d Word to him, was remarkable to all about him; and 
-» he had ſo much delight in his Teſtimonies, that in my 
eſs * Abſence, he begg'd his Mother and Lady to read the 
4 ſame to him frequently, and was unſatisfied (notwith- 
14 © ſtanding his great Pains and Weakneſs) till he had 
$ karned eſpecially the lin“. of 7/aiah without Book. 
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Ar the ſame time, diſcourſing of his manner of 


Infts of the fleſh, of rhe eye, ana the pride of life, 
had captivated him : He was very large and particular 
in his acknowledgments about it, more ready to accuſe 
himſelf than I or any one elſe can be : publickly cry- 
ing out, O blefſes Goa, can ſuch a horrid Creature 
as am be accepted by thee, who has deny'd thy Be- 
mg, and contemn's thy Power? asking often, Can 
there be Mercy and Pardon for me ? Will God own 


ſuch a Wretch as I? and in the middle of his Sick- 
neſs ſaid, Shall the unſpeakable Foys of Heaven be 


confer 4 on me? O mighty Saviour never, but thro 
thine infinite Love and Satisſaction O never, but 
by the purchaſe of thy Blood adding, that with all 
abhorrency he aid reflect upon his former Life ; 
that ſincerely, and from his Heart, he 4id repent 
of all that Folly aud Madneſs which he had com- 
mitted. 

INDEED he had a true and lively Senſe of God's 
great Mercy to him in ſtriking his hard Heart, and lay- 
ing his Conſcience open, which hitherto was deaf to 
all God's Calls and Methods; ſaying, If that Goa, 
who die, for great as well as leſſer Sinners, did not 


ſpeedily apply his infinite merits to his poor Soul, 


his wouna was ſuch as no man could conceive or 
bear; crying out, that he was the vileſt Wreteb and 
Dog that the Sum fhined upon, or the Earth bore ; 
that now he ſaw his Error in not living up to that 
Reaſon which God enaued him with, and which he 
unworthily vilify'd and contemnd; wiſh'd he has 
been a ſtarving Leper crawling in a Ditch ; that he 
had been a Link-boy or a Beggar, or for his whole 
Ji fe- time conjin'd to a Dungeon, rather than thus to 
have ſinued againſt his God. 


* 


How 


1 
Life from his Youth up, and which all Men knew was 
too much devoted to the ſervice of ſin, and that the 
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V Chriſtian Religion, and all the divine Myſteries of 
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How remarkable was his Faith, in a hearty em- 


bracing and devout confeſſion of all the Articles of our 


| the Goſpel? (ing that ear fi and fooliſh Phi: 


gate by the late Mr. Horus, aud others, had undone 


tion; who, without God's great Mercy to them, may 


4 
* 
* 


= 
x 
7 
* 


loſophy, which the World fo much aumir's, propa- 
him, and many more of the beſt Parts in the Na- 


never, I believe, attain ſuch a Repentance. 
| muſt not omit to mention his faithful adherence 


| to, and caſting himſelf entirely upon, the Mercies of 


Jeſus Chriſt; and the free Grace of God, declared to 
tepenting Sinners through him; with a thankful Re- 
membrance of his Lite, Death, and Reſurrection; 
begging God ro ſtrengthen his Faith, and often crying 


out, Lora, Þ believe, help thou mine unvelief. 


His mighty love and eſteem of the Holy Serip- 
tures, his reſolutions to read them frequently, and me- 
ditate upon them, if Gud ſhould ſpare him, having 
already taſted the good Word ; for having ſpoken to 
his Heart, he acknowledged, al the ſeeming abſur-. 


Aities and contradiftions thereof, fancies by Men of 


corrupt and reprobate Fudgments, were vauiſbea, 
aud the extellency aud beauty appeared, being come 


to receive the Truth in the love of it. 


His extraordinary fervent Devotions, and his own 
frequent Prayers, were moſt excellent and correct; 
amongſt the reſt, for the King, in ſuch a manner as 
became 2 dutiful Subject, and a truly grateful Servant; 
for the Church and Nation, for ſome particular Rela- 
tions, and then for all Men ; his calling frequently up- 
on me at all Hours to pray with him, or read the 
Scriptures to him ; and towards the End of his Sick- 
neſs, would heartily deſire God to pardon his Infir- 
mites, if he ſpould not be ſo wakefut any intent 
through the whole Duty as be wwifh'd to be; _ 
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that H the Fleſh was weak, yet the Sfirit was duil. 
ling; and hoped God would accept that. 

H1s continual invocation of God's Grace, and ho- 
ly Spirit to ſuſtain him, to keep him from all evil 
Thoughts, from all Temptations and Diabolical Sug- 
geſtions, and every thing which might be prejudicial to 


that religious Temper of Mind, which God had now 


ſo happily endued him withal, crying out, one night 
eſpecially, how rerribly the Terhprer did aſſault him, 
by caſting uon him lend and wicked Imagination,, 
but I thank God (laid he) IA r them all, aud by 
the Power of his Grace, which I am ſure is ſufict- 
ent for me, I have overcome them; tis the Malice of 
the Devil, becauſe I am reſcued from him; and the 
gooaneſs of Got, that frees me from all my ſpiritual 
Enemies, | | 

His great Joy at his Lady's converſion from Popery 
to the Church of England (being, as he term'd it, 4 
Faction ſupported only by Fraud and Cruelty) which 
was by her dune with Deliberation and mature Judg- 
ment ; the dark Miſts of which having been for ſome 
Months before breaking away, were now cleared, by her 
receiving the bleſſed Sacrament with her dying Hul- 
band, at the receiving of which no Man could expreſs 
more Joy and Devotion than he did; and having expe- 
rienc'd the Word of Life, and ſeen the Salvation of God, 
in the Preparation of his Mind, he was now ready 70 
aefpart in Peace. 

H1s hearty concern for the pious Education of his 
Children, wiſhing that his Sou night never be a Mit, 
that is, (as he himſelf explain'd it) one of rhoſe 
wretched Creatures, who pride themſelves in abuſing 
God and Religion, denying his Being, or his Provi— 
gence, but that he might become an honeſt and reli- 


gious Man, which could only be the Support ans 


Bleſſing of his Family ; complaining <evar a vitious 
ans naughty WWorls they were brought into, and 
that 
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, that 20 Fortunes or Honours were comparable to the 
4% Love and Favonr of Goa to them, in whoſe Name he 
© blefled them, pray'd for them, and committed them to 

] ho. his Protection. : | 
His ſtrict charge to thoſe Perſons, in whoſe cuſto- 
dy his Papers were, r burn all his profane and leud 


* Mritings, as being ouly t to Promote Vice and Im- 
now BY 7207 ality, by wwhich he hai fo highly offended God, 
ight 3 ana ſhamed and blaſphemea that Holy Religion 7 tO 
in, which he had been Naptizs d; and all his obſcene 
%, aun filthy Pictures, which were ſo notorionſiy ſcan- 
7 by | 22lons. 

ei. His readineſs to make Reſtitution to the utmoſt of 


e of ! his Power to all Perſons whom he had injur'd ; and for 
thoſe whom he could not make a Compenſation to, he 


— pray d. for God's and their Pardons, His remarkable 
juſtice idtaking all poſſible care for the Payment of 

ery his Debts, which, before, he confeſſed he had not ſo 

4 fairly and . done. : 

2h His readineſs to forgive all Injuries done againſt 

g- bim, ſome. more particularly mention'd, which were 

ma great and provoking; nay annexing thereto all the Afſ- 


Tt ſurance of a future Friendſhip, and hoping he ſhould 

Wi be as freely forgiven at the Hand of God. 

„Ho tender and concern'd was he for his Servants 

de- about him im his Extremities, (manifeſted by the Be- 

d. vneficence of his Will to them) pitying their Troubles 
in watching with him, and attending him, treating 


4 them with Candor and Kindneſs, as if they had been 
nis bis Intimates! | 
it, H ow hearty were his Endea vours to be ſerviceable 
ſe to thoſe about him, exhorting them to he fear ana 
8 love of Goa, aud to make 4 goog uſe of his Forbear- 
„ 8 ance and Long-ſuffering to Sinners, which ſhouts 
;. Ss lead them to Repentance. And here I muſt not paſs 
„ by his pious and moſt paſſionate Exclamation to a 
„ Gentleman of ſome Character, who came to viſit him 
C 3 upon 


22 A Sermon preached at the 


upon his Death-bed: O remember that you content 

God no more, he is an avenging Goa, and will viſit len! 

you for your Sins, he will in Mercy, I hope, touch | Ox 
our Conſcience ſooner or later as he has done mine; n. 
BEE Yor and have been Friends and Sinners rogether 7 T. 
4 great while, therefore I am the more free with \ : 8 
o: We have been all miſtaken in our Concetts and } Re 
Opinions, ot Perſuaſions have been falſe anda ground- > i 

tefs, therefore God graut you Repentance. And ſee— 1 Fad 

ing him the next Day again, he faid to him, Perhaps ® 8 

vol were aiſoblig'd by m plainneſs to vou Yeſteraay ; * 
Jake the Woras of Truth and Soberneſs to you, | © 

and (ſtriking his Hand upon his Breaſt) ſaid, I hope 5 

Co vrtt touch your Heart. 0 ( 
LiREwIsE his Commands to me, 70 preach abroad, bi 


and to let all Men know (if they knew it not a Iready) 
how ſeverely Goa had aiſciplin'd him for his Sins by 
his effucting Hand; that his Sufferings were moſt * 
gut, tho” he had laid ten thouſand times more upon 
Hin; how he had laid one ſiripe upon another becauſe 
of His grievors Provocations, till he had brought him ee 
home ro himſelf; that in his former Viſitations, he 
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| had not that bleſſed effeft he was now ſenſible of. =7 
He had formerly ſome zooſe Thoughts ana flight Re- ec 
Y ſolutions cf reforming, ana deſign'd to be better, be- WT cc 
- catiſe even the preſeur Conſequences of Sin were ſtill K 
E peſtering Him, ana were ſo troubleſome aud inconve- Þ} 
5 nuent to Him; but that now he had other ſentiments ce 
5 of T hings, and afted upon other Principles. 6 
5 HIS willingneſs to die if it pleaſed God, reſigning T 


biafelf always to the divine Diſpoſal ; bur if God ( 
ſhouta ſpare Him yet à longer time here, He hoped to 
bring Gtory to the Naine of "God, in the whole courſe of 4 
bits Life, ana particularly by his Endeavours to con- « 
wil ence others, aud to aſſure them of the Danger of | « 
| 1 their Condition, if they continued impenitent, aud e 
4 | i how graciou/!y God had deadt with iim. ö 
106 H 1s 
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# H1s great Senſe of his Obligations to thoſe excel- 
© lent Men, the Right Reverend my Lord Biſhop af 


# 


N * 0 we 
N % 


Oxford, and Dr. MaRr8naArr, for their charitable 


and frequent Vifits to him, and Prayers with him 
and Dr. Bu R NE T, who came on purpoſe from Ton- 
don to ſee him, who were all very ſerviceable to his 
| Repentance, 

H1s extraordinary Duty and Reverence to his Mo- 
ther, with all the grateful Reſpects to her imaginable, 
and Kindneſs to his good Lady, beyond expreſſion, 
(which may well enhance ſuch a Loſs to them) and 
to his Children, obliging them with all the endear- 
ments that a good Husband or tender Father could be- 

ſtow. 

To conclude theſe Remarks, I ſhall only read to you 
his dying Remonſtrance, ſufficiently atteſted, and ſign'd 
by his own Hand, as his trueſt Senſe, (which I hope 
may be uſeful for that good End he defign'd it) in 
Manner and Form following, | 


* Een the Benefit of all thoſe whom I may have 
| « drawn into Sin by my Example and Encou- 
* ragement, I leave to the World this my laſt Decla- 
© ration, which I deliver in the Preſence of the great 
* God, who knows the Secrets of all Hearts, and be- 


* © fore whom I am now appearing to be judged. 


„Tu Ar from the Bottom of my Soul I deteſt and 
* abhor the whole Courſe of my former wicked Life, 
« that I think I can never ſufficiently admire the 
« Goodneſs of God, who has given me a true Senſe 
of my pernicious Opinions. and vile Practices, by 
* which I have hitherto lived without Hope, and 
without God in the World; have been an open. 
Enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, doing the utmoſt deſpite to 
* the Holy Spirit of. Grace, And that the greateſt 
* Teſtimony of my Charity to ſuch is, to warn them, 
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2 4 A Fe,, Wreached at the * 
jn the Name of God, and as they regard the We. 1 


&« fare of their immortal Souls, no more to deny his pine 
& Being, or his Providence, or deſpiſe his Goodneſs ; ger 
© no more to make a Mock of Sin, or contemn the as 
pure and excellent Religion of my ever bleſſed Re. he 
e deemer, through whoſe Merits alone, I, one ot the on 
&« greateit Sinners, do yet hope for Mercy and Forgive- i 
* nels. Amen. | Roy 


þ 


* 


Declared and Signed 5 
In the Preſence of 
Anne Rocheſter. Ing 
Robert Parſons. 7 3 
une 19 ; | | mo 
N J. R 0 CHE STE R. wen 
cos 


An p now I cannot but mention with Joy and Ad- 
miration that ſteddy Temper of Mind, which he en- Ab 
joy'd thro' the whole courſe of his Sickneſs and Re- M 
pentance ; which muſt proceed, not from a hurry and of 
perturbation of Mind or Body, arifing from the fear wl 
of Death, or dread of Hell only, but from an ingenu- un 
ous love to God, and an uniform regard to. Virtue, m. 
(ſuitable to that ſolemn Declaration of his, I would ſo 
not commit the leaſt Siu to gain a Kingdom) with all of 
_ | poſſible Symptoms of a laſting Perſeverance in it, if ble 
_ God ſhould have reſtored him. To which may be th 
= Ni added, his comfortable Perſuaſions of God's accepting an 

bim to his Mercy, ſaying three or four Days before his E 
| i Death, J. Hall die, but O, what unſpeakable Glories 1 th 
40 Tſee! what Jus, beyond Thought or Expreſſion, 4 
am I ſenſible of! I am aſſured of God's Mercy to 
ue thro Feſus Chriſt. O how I long to die, and to ſo 
Le with iny Saviour r 85 
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Wel. Fux time of his Sickneſs and Nepentance was juſt 
y his pine Weeks; in all which time he was fo much maſ- 
neſs ; fer of his Reaſon, and had ſo clear an Underſtanding, 
n the ſaving 30 Hours, about the-middle of it, in which 
Re. he was delirious) that he never dictated or ſpoke more 
t the compoſed in his Life: and cherefore if any ſhall con- 
give- Finue to ſay, his Piety was the Effect of Madneſs or 
Va pours; let me tell them, 'tis highly diſingenuous, 
and that the Aſſertion is as filly as it is wicked. And 
moreover that the force of what I have delivered may 
ot be evaded by wicked Men, who are reſolved to 
Harden their Hearts, maugre all Convictions, by ſay- 
Ing, This Thing was done in a Corner; | appeal, for 
the Truth thereof, to all ſorts of Perſons, who in con- 
ſiderable Numbers viſited and attended him, and 
R more particularly to thoſe eminent Phyſicians who 
were near him, and converſant with him in the whole 
courſe of his tedious Sickneſs; and who, if any, are 
competent judges of a Phrenſy or Delirium. 
d-. Tura are many more excellent Things in my 
en- Abſence, which have occafionally dropt from his 
Ne- Mouth, that will not come within the narrow compaſs 
nd of a Sermon; but theſe, I hope, will ſufficiently prove 
ear what I produce them for. And if any ſhall be ſtill 
au- unſatisfied herein in this hard-hearted Generation, it 
ue, matters not, let them at their coſt be Unbelievers till, 
4 ſo long as this excellent Penitent enjoys the comfort 
of his Repentance. And now from all theſe admira- 
if ble Signs we have great Reaſon to believe comfortably, 
be that his Repentance was real, and his End happy; 
and accordingly imitate the Neighbours and Cozens of 
EtizABEZTH (Like i. 58.) who, when they heard how 
= :he Lord had ſhewn great Mercy upon her, came 
aud rejoiced with her. 


725 
0 Fox ſo we muſt learn, like the Ambaſſadors to 
0 ſome new Prince, to turn our Condolences into Con- 


gratulations, in conformity to an heavenly Example 
For 
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26 ſ- Sermon preached at the 
For there is joy in heaven over one Sinner that 1 


pents. q + 
I. A jay to God the Father, who has ſolemnl; 
ſworn, that he 4elights not in the death of a Sinner 2 
but rather that he ſhould repent and live; whit 4 


auoula have all men to be ſaved, aud come to the T 

knowleage of the truth. | 54 

II. A joy to Go the Son, that good Shepherd, 

mention d in the Verſe before my Text, who 4er u wy 
ninety and nine juſt Perſons i the a ron, ani 
event after that which was loft, till he had found it; 
aud when. he had found it, he laid it on his fhoult 
ers rejoicing; and when he cometh home, he call: 3 ] 
zogether his frienas and his neighbours (on Heaven Fon 
and Earth) ſay:7g uto them, Rejoice with me, for \ 

T have found my ſheep which was loſt. 

III. A joy to Go the Holy Ghoſt, after he had been 
ſo often griev's, ſo 42pirefully treated, and ſo long 
reſiſted. 

AN DIV. a joy to the whole Court in Heaven, 7: 
the preſence of the holy Angels, ver. 10. thoſe uini- 
ſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter to thoſe who ſpall * 
be heirs of ſalvation; to ſee that now at laſt, their la- 


bour is not in vain in the Lora, but that there is one c 

TITS Jof 
more Subject gained to the Obedience of their and out = 
common Lord, delivered from the ſlavery, and admit- h 


ted to fill up the vacancy of Apoſtate Spirits, 

AN p as our mairevua, our proper and natural Ci- 
tizenſhip or Converſation is in Heaven; ſo ſhould our tha 
Joys too be conformable to thoſe of our Fellow- citizens. 
And therefore, after the Relations and Friends of this cor 
great Perſon have paid their natural tribute of Tears pe, 
to ſo near a Relation, they ſhould then turn their Sor- ſuc 
rows into Joys, by the comfortable Confideration of che 
his being a Penitent upon Earth, and a Saint in Hea- Hof: 
ven. | | in 
Tavs 0 
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ar 1 ru us his dear Mother ſhould rejoice, that the Son 
her love and of her fears, as well as of her bowels, 
mah now born again into a better World; adopted by his 
(111 arenly Father, and gone before her to take Poſſeſſion 
Wh an eternal Inheritance. 
FO 725 Il. His truly loving Conſort ſhould rejoice, that 
„bod has been ſo gracious to them both, as at the ſame 
herd, me to give him a fight of his Errors in point of Prac- 
fr the ce, and her ſelf (not altogether without his means 
u,, Ind endeavours) a fight of hers in point of Faith, And 
4 17 5 Fuly, conſidering the great Prejudices and Dangers of 
ouli Sc Roman Religion, I think, I may aver, that there 
call, Joy in Heaven, and ſhould be on Earth, for Her 
cave T onverfion as well as His. 
„ for III. H1s noble and moſt hopeful Iſſue ſhould re- 
ice, as their Years are capable; not that a dear and 
been oving Father has left them, but that fince he mult 
long eave them, he has left them the Example of a Peni- 
ent, and not of a Sinner; the Blefling of a Saint, in 
„ % Fccommending them to an All-ſufficient Father, and 
ai, Hot entailing on them the fatal Curſe that attends the 
1 Poſterity of the Wicked and Impenitent. 


| Iv. Arx good Men ſhould rejoice, to ſee the triumphs 
one of the Croſs in theſe latter Days, and the Works of Di- 
Out Fine Wiſdom and Power. And bad Men certainly, 
mit- WF whenever they conſider it, are moſt of all concern'd to 
; bo and rejoice in it, as a condemn'd Malefactor is, to 
Ci- Mhear that a Fellow-criminal has got his Pardon, and 

our that he may do ſo too, if he ſpeedily ſue for it. 
ens. AN p this Joy of all will {till be the greater, if we 
this ; compare it with the Joy there is in the Caſe of juſt 
ears WF Perſons, that need no Repentance, vis. that need not 
>Or- WF ſuch a ſolemn extraordinary Repentance, or the whole 
| of Þ change of Heart and Mind, as great Sinners do: and 
lea- of this my Text pronounces, that there is greater joy 
in heaven, over one ſuch Sinner that truly repenteth, 


1Us than there is over ninety and nine juſt perſons that 
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27 7 Sermon preached at the 
need not ſuch a repentance. And the Reaſon we may 


conceive to be this; that fince all Joy ariſes from Ad 4 
miration and Surprize, as from ſomething that is ney 


iv 
oo 


and unexpected; accordingly, the Joy that proceed ,q 
from the Repentance and new Life of a notorious Sin. rob 
ner, muſt needs be greater than that which riſes from ;- 
the conſtant Piety of a good Man, which we have ſeen} ey 


every Day; as a Reſurrection from the Dead is more Han 
remarkable than our firſt Life. Beſides, that ſuch a em 
Penitent's former Failings, are ordinarily the occaſion * 
of a greater and more active Piety afterwards; as our Fate 
Convert earneſtly wiſh'd, T har God would be pleaſed bft 
zo ſpare him but one Year more, that in that he might . y 
Bondour his Name proportionably to the diſhonour cone Pre⸗ 
zo God in his whole Life paſt. And we ſee St. Pa ut 
laboured more abundantly than all the Apoſtles in his 
the Planting of the Church, becauſe he had raged moſt ; 
furiouſly before in the Deſtruction of it; and our Savi- Mori 
our himſelf tells us, that r whom much is given, they Rnd 
211] love uch, but to whom little is forgiven, they oy 
2% love little; and we know, a Commander will n 
love a Soldier more that redeems his former cowardiſe, 
by doing ſome brave and daring Action, than him, 81 
who never had that taint upon him, but yet never at-. for 
chiev'd any thing remarkable. A Husbandman more th. 
rejoices at the Improvement of Briars and Thorns into Ine 
an excellent Crop, from which once he had but little Man 
expectation, than for ſuch a Soil as was remarkable Man 
neither for the one or the other. int 
T' 15 certainly the more ſafe, indeed the only ſafe Whi 
way, to be conſtantly virtuous ; and he that is wiſe in; Wof 
deed, i. e. wiſe uunto ſalvation, will endeavour to be th 
one of thoſe that need n0 repentance; 1 mean that en- J 
tire and whole Work of beginning anew, but will draw Wth 
out the ſame Thread through his whole Life, and not Wo 
let the Sun go down upon any of his Sins: but then th 
the other Repentance is the more remarkable, and, v 
where . 
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5 ac here it is real, the more effectual, to produce a fer- 
15 neuſhent and a fruitful Piety ; beſides, the greater Glory to 
oceed i 4 in the Influence of the Example. Which may 


as Sin. Hrobably be a farther Reaſon of the exceflive joy of 
from noels at the Converſion of ſuch a Sinner; becauſe 
e ſeen! ey, who are better acquainted with Human Nature 
more han we; and knowing it apt, like the Phariſees, to 
ſuch mand a Sign from Heaven, for the Reformation of 
caſion orrupted Cuſtoms ; they diſcern too, that ſuch deſpe- 
iS Our "Fate ſpiritual Recoveries, will ſeem ſo many Openings 
eaſed f the Heavens in the Deſcent of the holy Dove, vitt- 
21g/t "Fly to the Stander by; and accordingly will have the 
 Goneh Þreater influence upon them. And 'tis this in the laſt 
PAUL place, that J am to recommend to all that hear me 
(es in his Day. 5 
moſt Axy having thus diſcharg'd the Office of an Hiſ- 
Sari. Forian, in a faithful Repreſentation of the Repentance 
the) and Converſion of this great Sinner; give me leave 
they pow to beſpeak you as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and 
will In his Name earneſtly perſuade you to be reconciled to 
diſe, Un, and to follow this illuſtrious Perſon, not in his 
him, ins any more, but in his Sorrows for them, and his 
r at- forſaking them. 1 hope better things of you, my Bre- 
more MEthren, than to think that all that now hear me, have 
into need of ſuch a Repentance, tho? all have need of ſome, 
little and the beſt are moſt ſenſible of it. But if there be 
able any in this place, or elſewhere, who have been drawn 
into a complacency or practice of any kind of Sin from 
ſafe Whis Example, let thoſe eſpecially be perſuaded 70 break 
ein- off their Sins by Repentance, by the ſame Example; 
o be that as he has been for the fall, fo he may be now 
t en- A [for the riſing again of many in Iſrael. God knows, 
raw there are too many that are wiſe enough to diſcern and 
not Wfollow the Examples of Evil, but to do good from 
hen thoſe Examples they have no Power: Such as theſe J 
nd, would beſeech, in their cooler Seaſons, to ask them- 


1ere IF {elves that queſtion, What Fruit had you in thoſe 
Things 
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T hings whereof you are now aſhamed, for the E 
of theſe Things is Death: And if any encouragf 
themſelves in their Wickedneſs from this Example, r 
ſolving however to enjoy the good Things that are pre 
ſent; to il themſelves with coſtly Wines, and to lil 
20 part of Pleaſure paſs by them untaſted ; ſupper 
fing with the Goſpel rich Mang that when 0720 comes O 
them from the Dead, when Sickneſs, or old Age ap hd 
proaches, that then rh ey wwi//.pepent ; let ſuch as the 
conſider the dreadful hazard they run by ſuch pernici 
ous Counſels. It may be (and it is but juſt with God Poe 
it ſhould be) that whilſt they are making proviſion 
for the fleſh to fulſil the luſts thereof, and are ſaying 
to their Souls, $077, thou haſt inch goods laid up for 
many years, therefore rake thine eaſe, ear, arink® 
and. be merry; perhaps juſt then, at the ſame time or 
the Hand of God may be Writing upon the Walls of 
their Habitations that fatal Sentence, 7 hor: fool, . thi 
zight (hall thy ſoul be required of thee, and the 
whoſe ſhall all thoſe things be, wwhich thou haſt pro 
vided? And what ſad Reflections muſt ſuch a one 
needs make upon his own Folly, when he ſees that all 
that Mirth and Ea'e, which he has promiſed himſelf 
for ſo many Years, muſt be at an end in a very few 
Hours? and not only ſo, but that Mirth turn'd into 
Howlings, and that Eaſe into a bed of Flames; when 
the Soul muſt be torn a vay on a ſudden from the re 
Things it loved, and go where it will hate to live, and] 
yet cannot die. And were it not hetter for us to embrace 
cordially the 7h:7g5 which belong to our everlaſting] 
peace, before they are hid from our eyes? Were it not] 
better for us all to be wiſe betimes; by preventing ſuch {the 
a Danger, than to open our Eyes, as the unhappy thi 
rich Man did, when we are in the Place of Torment! I 

B E perſuaded then with humble, penitent, and obe- * 
dient Hearts, to go out of your ſinful ſelves, and meet © 
the bleſſed Zeſzs, who is now on the Way, and comes n 
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he 7,18 us in the Perſon and in the Bowels of a Saviour, 
couraęooing us to accept thoſe eaſy Conditions of Pardon and 
ple, ace offer'd in his Holy Goſpel, rather than ſtay till 
are due become our Adverſary and our Judge too, when he 
to ill 4eliver us over to the tormentors, till we have 
ſuppoMrid the utmoſt farthing, i.e. to all eternity: when 
omes tiWoſe who have made a Mock at Sin all their lives, 
ge 21d laugh'd at the pretended Cheats of Religion and 
as the gs Prieits, ſhall find themſelves at laſt the greateſt 
pernich Pools, and the moſt ſadly cheated in the World; for 
th God Pod will then laugh at rheir calamity, and mock 
v h utheir fear cemeth, when it cometh 45 refetgrion; 
ſayingz za their deſtruction as a whirlwind, And 
% for ey would not ſuffer his Mercy to rejoice over His Juſ- 
47 1nk;ice, nor cauſe any joy in Heaven, as the Text men- 
> time MWions, in their Converſion ; his Juſtice will certainly re- 


alls ooice over his Mercy, and cauſe joy in Heaven (as it 
/, hid at the fall of Babylon, which would not be cured, 
J thenMKev. xix. 1.) in their Confuſion. And O that there 


/t pro. rere ſuch a Heart in them, that they would conſider 
a one his betimes, that in the midſt of their carnal Jollities, 


nat allhey would but vouchſafe one regard to what may 
imſelf Happen hereafter, and what will certainly be the End 
y few pf theſe Things. For however the Fruits of Sin may 
1 intoſſeem pleaſant to the eye, aud to be deſired, to make 
when ne ſeem 207ſe and witty to the World; yet alas, they 
n there all but empty and unſatisfactory at preſent, and 
, and Weave a mortal Sting behind them, and b'itterneß in 


brace 
a{ting} 


it not 


che latter end; like the Book St. Jon ate, (Rev. x. 
10.) which in his mouth was ſweet as honey, but as 
002 as he had eaten it, his belly was bitter. And 
ſuch Mtho' God ſhould pleaſe at laſt to bring Men back in 
appy their old age from their ſinful Courſes, by a way of 
rent? MF eeing, to pluck them as fire-branas out of ever/aſt- 
obe- ¶ ing burnings ; yet if Men confider how rare and difh- 
meet ci hing it is to be born again when one is 014, how 
omes n + pangs and violences to Nature there muſt needs 
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be, to put off the habits and inclinations to old Sim te 
as difficult (ſaith the Prophet) as for the leopard HH 
change his ſpots, or the Ethiopian his Sin; anWret: 
then when that's done, what Scars and WeaknefleWe. ! 
even a Cure muſt leave behind, I ſay, he that duly conWre! 
fiders this, will think it better to ſecure his SalvationWen 
and all his preſent true Comfarts, by preſerving hien 


Innocency, or alleviating his Work by a daily Repen 
tance for leſſer Failings, than to venture upon one find 
ole chance of a Death-bed Repentance; which is nWi 
more to be depended upon, for the performance or ac 
ceptance, than it can encourage any Man not to 1:89 
bour, becauſe Er,ras was fed by Ravens, or the ei. 
raelites with Manna from Heaven: | | 7 
Ir then there be any (tho' alas that need not be asl 
ed) that have made the greatneſs of their Wit, or Birth 
or Fortune, Inſtruments of Iniquity to Iniquity ; | 
them now convert them in their own Converſion, if 
that original noble uſe for which God intended then on 
vis. to be inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto holineſs, ec 
To theſe eſpecially that are thus great, not only GodWrce 
but this great Perſon alſo, by my Mouth, being 4:1 
yet ſpeakerh ; for as St. Paul ſeem'd more eſpeciallf tu. 
concern'd for his Brethren and Kinſmen according nt 
the Fleſh; and even the rich Man in Hell, tho' ſuf t! 
ciently diſtracted by his own Sufferings, yet ſeems hugeWeet 
ly deſirous that one might be ſent from the Dead ale 
his Brethren, that he might reti unto them, leſt the L. 
alſo come into that place 7 torment : ſo this illuſtiſhiſc 
ous Convert, after God had open'd his Eyes to ſee hiſhe ( 
Follies, was more eſpecially deſirous of the Salvatioſfflu 
of thoſe that were his Brethren, tho' not in the Fleſſiſhon 
yet in the greatneſs of their Quality, and of their Sins 
paſſionately wiſhing, That all ſuch, were not only of 
moſt, but altogether ſuch as he now was, ſaving hi! 
bodily Afflictions; and of great force, methinks, ſhould 


M. 
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d Sinrenarr DR MonTA1on = reckons him the belt 
ard hyſician, who himſelf has had the Diſeaſe which he 
retends to cure; and behold, a greater than he ſays to 


= and 

5 \ 
knelt. PETER, when thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy 
ly co rethren; which aſſures us, that they which have 
vation emſelves been in a Condition to need a remarkable 


ing h onverſion, are not uncapable thereby, but obliged, 
RepenWd the better qualified for ſuch a charitable Work. 

one fin Now theſe eſpecially I would beſeech, as the Mi- 
h is iter of Chriſt, and as ſuch, Ho“ ao are reviled tw? 


> or ae, rho wwe are defamed we intreat, to ſuffer the 
to oro exhortarion ; that they would not terminate 
the eir Eyes upon the outward Pomp and Pageantry that 
'ertends them, as the vulgar eres did upon their Rites 
be asd Ceremonies; but (as the wiſer f/rae7/ires, who 
r Birth Hleem'd thoſe glittering formalities as the Types and 
4 1 a 

'y ; lWnages of heavenly Things) be quickned by them to 
ion, ie ambition of original Honours, and future Glory. 
then ow much were it to be wiſh'd, that ſuch Perſons e- 
lineſi, Wecially would be followers of God and Goodneſs, 
iy GodWvce whether they will or no, Men will be followers of 
g 4eagpemn ; all of them according to their reſpective Mag- 
veciallWiudes, like Stars, caſting a good or bad influence up- 
iing uin their Inferiors ; and not only fo, but oftentimes up- 
* ſuffihn their Superiors too; as the corrupt Blood in the 
s huge feet, in the courſe of its Circulation, after ſome time, 
Jead iYafles upwards into the Head. 

oft the r is true, an eminent ſtation is liable to ſeveral 
illuſtWichicfs, from which a mean Condition is free; but 


ſee hie God of order, who has made Dignity in place, and 
IvationÞittuence of Riches necedary to the World, has propor- 
> Fleſiond his Supports; and it the incitements to S 40 


ir Sins oma unto the rich and noble, „e Grace of Gol, if 
ly afey are careful to improve it, . 3221ch more abound, 


ing hiYoth to God's glory, and their own, . Thus if the 
ſhoui@emprations of great Perſons he more, and greater than 
oſe of Inferiors; their Abilities and Underſtandings 
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are ordinarily greater too: and if they lie more open 


the Aſſaults of the Devil, they have generally great he 
Sagacities to foreſee the Danger, and more powerſi the 
Aſſiſtances to go thro' it. Nor is Piety inconſiſten hei 
with Greatneſs any more than it is with Policy, but Wf / 
the beſt Foundation and Security both to the ic! 
and the other, The breeding of Moss at Courſſhnal 
without doubt, contributed much even to his religio let 
Performances, at leaſt ſo far, as to make them morWf : 
uſeful and exemplary to others: but then he was finWen 
cerely virtuous all the while, as well whilſt reputed irh. 


Son of Pyar aon's Daughter, as JETHRoO's Son-in-la ai. 
The Prophet Isa1anu was Nephew to a King, au pur 
bred, as is ſuppoſed, in the Court; whence we ma 
obſerve, his ſtyle is more majeſtic then the other Prof 1 
phets ; as that of the great Doctor of the Gentile: 
who was bred at the Feet of GAmAL1Er, is than thi 
other Apoſtles; God making uſe of the natural Tem 
pers and Educations of Men, to be aſſiſting to ſuper 
natural Purpoſes. 

W find Chriſtians in CksAR's Houſhold, as ſor 
as any where elſe in Rome; and when Chriſtanity had 
once gain'd ConSTANTINE, it ſpread itſelf farther ove 
the Empire in a few Years, than before it had done in 
ſome Centuries: as Waters running downwards ſpread 
themſclves freer, than when forced upwards again 
Nature. Since then ſo much good or miſchief depends 
upon illuſtrious Examples, will it not better become 
Men to draw the Multitude after them to Heaven by 
their Piety, than by infectious Guilts be at the hea 
of a miſerable Company of the Damn'd? 

"Tis this Piety, a timely and exemplary Piety, the 
wili perpetuate to Men of Birth and Fortunes, thei 
Honours, and their Eſtates too, as well by deriving ol 
them the Bleſſing of God, who is the true Fountain 
of H cnour ; as by creating an awe and a reverence fot 
them from all orders of Men, even to many Genera- 

tions; 
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open tions: a reverence which will be freſh and laſting, 
great ben all the Trophies of Wit and Gaity are laid in 
oweriWhe Duſt. Tis this Piety that will be the guide of 
nfiſtenWheir Youth, and the Comfort of their Age; for length 
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days are in ber right hand, ana in her left hand 
riches and honour. "Tis this, and this only, that can 
ake all outward Bleſſings comfortable, and indeed 
Bleſſings to us, by making them the ſteps and means 
ff attaining the never fading Honours and incompre-« 
enfible Glories of that Kingdom which is above 
where there ſhall be no more Sin, nor Sickneſs, nor 
pain, nor Tears, nor Death, but we ſhall reſt from 
dur Labours, and our Works ſhall follow us. 


er Pi UnTo which, God of his infinite Mercy bring us, 
entile, for the Merits, ana for the Meatatien of Jeſus 
nan thi Chriſt our Saviour; to whom with the Father 
1 Ten and Holy Spirit, let us aſcribe all Praiſe and 
ſuper Adoration, nom aud for ever. Amen. 
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O UR Diſcourſes on the Four Laſt Things, viz. Death 

Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. By the Right Rev. Fi 
ther in God, Thomas Lord Biſhop of Ey. 

Devotional Tracts, on the Preſence of God, and other i 
vine Subjects, 
The New Teſtament, with References ſet under the Te 
in Words at length: ſo that the paralle] Texts may be (cal 
at one View, To which are added, the Chronology, thy 
Marginal Readings, and Notes chiefly on the difficult and nu 
taken Texts of Scripture. With many more References tha 
in any Edition of the E7g/i/þ Bible. In 2 Vol. By Fand 
Fox, M. A. 

\ Sermons on ſeveral Subjects. By E. Waple, B. D. In 3 Ya 
890. 
| Monroe's Juſt Meaſures of the pious Inſtitution of Youth 
In 2 Vol. 8-9. | 
© Burkitt on the New Teſtament. The Texth Edit. Folio. 
poor Man's Help, and Young Man's Guide. 2 ½ EA 

The Life of God in the Soul of Man: or, the Nature and 
Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion. With Nine other Dil 
courſes on important Subjects. By HENRY ScoucaL, A. M 
and S. T. P. The Second Edition. To which is added, 
Sermon preach'd at his Funeral, by G. G. D. D. 820. 

Select Ofnces of private Devotion, viz. I. An Office d 
Daily Devotion. II. An Office of Humiliation; to be uſed 
on our Days of Retirement, for the more wlemn Exerciſe of 
Repentance, III. An Office for the Lord's Day. IV. An 
Oftice for the Holy Communion. With large Collections oui 
of the Holy Scripture. By RichAR D HeLe, A. M. 899. 

A Method of Devotion: or, Rules for holy and devout Liv; 
ing: With Prayers on ſeveral Occaſions, and Advices and De 
votions for the Holy Sacrament. Written by Mrs. Bur Net, 
Wile of the late Biſhop of Sarum. The Fourth Edition. Tu 
which is added, Some Account of her Life, by T. Goop win 
Archdeacon of Oxford, 8vo. | | 

Eikon Baſilice : or, x Portrait of King CHARLES I. 870. 

Chrifius Sacre Scripture Nucleus? or, Chriſt the Sum and 
Subſtance of all the Holy Scriptures in the Old and New 
Teſtament. Written in German, by AucusTus HERMANNUS 
FRANCK, Profeſſor of Divinity at G/aucha. And now ret 
der'd into Engliſh. With ſome Account of his Life, 852. 
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